Dear friends of the Society for the Revival of the Nemean Games (S.R.N.G.),


June 28, 29 and 30, 2024, and the Seventh Nemead approach, but even closer is April 30, 2024, the date by which we must have the names of all who want to run, and also of those who will help these Games be the best ever.  


Following is a list of dates and jobs, and we hope that you will be involved with as many as you can.  At the end of the list is a registration form which you can return to us by email (info@nemeangames.org), writing “Volunteer 2024” in the subject line.

We look forward to seeing you at Nemea.







The Board of Directors
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VOLUNTEER HELP - register


We need help from as many people as possible for a variety of tasks at different times, both in preparation for the games, and at the games themselves.  Following is a description of those tasks and, at the end of this page, a registration form for those who would like to work as volunteers.
Preparations

1) Saturday, June 15, 8 am  = clean and sweep the surfaces of the track, apodyterion, 
and tunnel.  This is necessary to reduce wear and tear on bare feet.  Also 
spread tent to check condition and make repairs.
2) Saturday, June 22, 8 am = clean and sweep the surfaces of the track, apodyterion, 
and tunnel, again.  It is certain that more sand and pebbles will have come 
onto the track since the previous Saturday.  Watering to begin.
3) Sunday, June 23, 12 noon.  Volunteer staff training at office for those without prior 
experience (see below).

4) Monday-Tuesday, June 24-25, 8 a.m. = erect scaffolding in the apodyterion to protect the ancient columns and provide hang-up place for clothes, etc.  This will be 
done under the supervision of seasoned local carpenters who will need help in 
the form of steadying ladders, handling materials, and cleaning up after the 
work is done.

5) Wednesday, June 26, 8 a.m. = erect tent over the apodyterion.  At least 30 people 
are needed to pull ropes, set pegs, etc.  The work must begin at 8 am in order 
to be done before the typical winds arise at roughly 10 a.m.

6) Thursday, June 27, 8 a.m. = turning posts and hysplex mechanism to be set, lane 
lines painted with lime, chairs and flags set.  About 15 people needed, 
minimum.


Organize firewood for altar, and attach seals to altar.
7) Friday, June 28, a.m. = equip apodyterion with tables, benches, footwashing tubs 
and towels, chitons and himations and aryballoi with oil, laurel crowns and 
switches and sandals for judges, ribbons and palm branches for victors, etc.


Gather wild celery and refrigerate.

T-shirts and pins for participants. Bottled water for “Footsteps of Herakles” 
race

Set registration tent and table.

8) Friday, June 28, p.m. = opening ceremony: at least 4 mastigophoroi to help keep 
order, and at least 4 slaves to tend the tripod cauldron at the Altar of Zeus, and 
the altar in the 
stadium.
The Games 

Volunteers for the following positions must provide as soon as possible their ages and genders as well as name and telephone numbers.


As many as possible of these volunteers without prior experience should be at the Society office by 12 noon on Sunday, June 19, for training (above #3).  
Saturday, June 25, Stadion races  8 am - 5 p.m.
9) Registration = three people at the entrance to the stadium at all times during the whole day to register participants and hand out bags. Must be, to some degree, bi-lingual. Should have nine different people.
10) Judges =  wear black robes (himatia) as a sign of mourning for baby Opheltes, 


carry switches (rhabdoi) made of the lygos bush.  

Responsibilities:  


Two - administer oath; 


Three - draw lane assignments, check feet in starting line, flog false 


starts;  


Three - determine winner, tie ribbon, award palm

Total eight for each group of races = 8 x 3 men's races and 8 x 2 women's 
11) Trumpeters = wear maroon cloak (chlamys), blows “Call to the Post” before 
announcement of runners’ names and name of winner in each race.

One for each group of races = 5, of which 2 might be female
12) Heralds = wear blue himatia and should be bilingual (Greek and English), guide 
athletes to track, announce names of runners and name of winner in each race.  
Record name of winner for each race.

One for each group of races = 5, of which 2 might be female
13) Mastigophoroi (literally “switch bearers”) = wear green chitons and carry 
rhabdoi.  Duty: to enforce rules in the crowd (e.g. quiet for announcements, no 
smoking or littering, etc.) and to keep registration table and tunnel passageway 
clear.

At least 5 in 4 three-hour shifts throughout the day. Total of 20
14) Slaves = wear yellow chitons. 

Four - in the apodyterion - to help athletes prepare, dress [also one to take 


dirty chitons to cleaner at noon]

One – "runner" - carries scroll with names of athletes out to herald, and with 

name of winner back to registration desk.


Four - on the track, two to cock hysplex, two to tend to fire and to help judges 

at finish line. (ribbons, palms, etc.)

Total of 9 for each group of races = 45, of which at least eight in the 


apodyterion must be female

15) Starters = one for each group = 5, of which 2 might be female


Wears white himation, calls out the start of the race and releases hysplex 


starting mechanism.

“Footsteps of Herakles”  5 p.m.-7 p.m.

16) Mastigophoros  for each bus to guard clothes


17) Three judges at beginning and end of the race

18) Nine judges on the route, each paired with a slave

19) Nine slaves on the route, each paired with a judge


(18+19: Give water to the runners)


20) One slave on the track - tending fire


21) One herald


22) One trumpeter

Checkout – all day


23)  Two people at all time at the exit of the tent to ensure that the worn 


chitons are left behind, or paid for (€10 each).

Crown weavers  5 p.m.

24) At least 8 people to bind wild celery onto wire circles and tie with ribbon.
Crowning ceremonies 7 p.m.

25) Two heralds


26) Three trumpeters


27) Six slaves


28) Eight mastigophoroi
Clean-up

29) Saturday, June 29, 6 p.m. - collect empty water bottles after “Footsteps of 

Herakles” race

30) Sunday, June 30, 10 a.m.  - pick up litter and prepare for the events 


of the 3rd day of the Games

31) Monday, July 1, 10 a.m. - take down flags and flag supports, remove 

chairs, clean litter, empty apodyterion, dismantle hysplex

32) Tuesday, July 2, 8 a.m. - take down tent and scaffolding in apodyterion, 


move everything to office or storage room.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
REGISTRATION TO HELP AS A VOLUNTEER
NAME _____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE________________________________________________________
EMAIL _____________________________________________________________
YEAR OF BIRTH ___________________________     GENDER _______________

I volunteer to help at the Nemean Games in the activities listed above in association with the following numbers. ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________​​​_

_____________________________________________________________________
